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David R. Kinsley 5 TTTRI Tantric Vision of the Divine Faminine: The Ten Mahavidyas
T 3% 9o ST T AT 21 ...the Sarada-tilaka (this ninth-century c.e. text is attributed to
Lakshmana Desikendra, the guru of the tenth-century Kashmiri philosopher Abhinavagupta).
arerfq ITRET-fereteh 9ot vrdTed) €. Y To B, TR T AT 9 <9 Il b HeHd
i AR & e deHu T kT T (TS 167)

Annette Wilke T Sound and Communication: An Aesthetic Cultural History of Sanskrit
Hinduism ® g7 108fi 31} %1 7M1 ©1 "The Saradi-Tilaka-Tantra, a popular ritual manual
compiled by Laksmana Desika probably in the tenth century AD," 319Iiq ¥T&T-fiereh T
T g FURve-grertt ey §, 9w e asmr 2R ¥ uraen: 109t vt o
feran em (9. 279)

T& 379 f9g Sanderson o Atharvavedins in Tantric Terrtory H T&HUTETE <h
134l wreteh oMfE T W stern TEY HD YA SSIET § 3= A €, R=q Annette Wilke
< 39 T %1 @UST I GC 0 Ja T whi G RS € SR S Y 9§ HieER
1 e SR ARHE 1 7€ A €1 Annette Wilke 3 Te-fewoft & aroe1 w=qer 3o
TR feran @:-

"This date is based on Raghava Bhatta's (15th cent. AD) identification of Laksmana
Desika with one of Abhinavagupta's teachers. Sanderson, "Atharvavedins in Tantric Territory,"
230-233, believes this identification of the Sarada-Tilaka commentator Raghava to be
incorrect, because the Sarada-Tilaka is not a Trika text. According to Sanderson, the

Sarada-Tilaka js written in Orissa either in the early 13th century or somewhat earlier. It is
indeed a synthetic Tantra bearing no relation to the Trika teaching of Abhinavagupta. On the
other hand, the goddess's name " Sarada" and concepts used such as samvid indicate Kashmir.
while there is little to indicate Orissa and the 13th century. The writer Laksmana could be one
of the teachers that Abhinavagupta's is'vara-Pratyabhijnd-Vivriti-Vimarsini presents as
"Sri-sdstra-Krt, " which can mean the author of a text for teaching about the goddess or the
author of a holy teaching text. However, this Laksmana is never quoted or commented on as
a philosophical authority. Of course the two works represent different theologies. It is
conceivable that the magically oriented Sarada-Tilaka represents a "sin of youth" on Laksmana's
part and the author only converted to the 7rika philosophy once the work s already well
known."
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A T W fRa S "Rl € TR 72 Wi @ SWE W H™ 20 TR He Th Wi
TSl Y Tehd 71 AR F RTER w1 FEE 380 W BRM qun ofEE ud WS’ HHI:
2268 X 1296 T T 3@ Wi<T ¥ 18 forer =i

T R T o @ Y R i ? afesh www <fam-gd ufven o soem
T Tl ®| 3He Wi SUSHEn, wafien ® ol gieem off emeen W © qen
Fraitea, faaaTm onfs 2o § orel digl &1 I8 H9d T 8 THE0 % ) | fove
% HP HeM @l 7 S I TR Fhe A € 3= ™ Sga e W g

() tepeier 3 e %—"Probably no work of world literature, secular in origin, has

produced so profound an influence in the life and thought of a people as the Ramayana".
(@) iR faferg 3 faen 2:-

From Kashmir to Cape Comorin the name of Rama is on everyone’s lips. All sects
revere it, and show their reverence by employing it on occasions. For example, when friends
meet it is common for them to salute each other by uttering Rama’s name twice. Then no name
is more commonly given to children, and no name is more commonly invoked in the hour of

death. It is a link of union for all classes, castes, and creeds.

(M) ARG fo=fTd # TER,
“Since more than 2000 years the poem of Rama has remained alive in India, and it
continues to live in all strata and classes of folk. High and low, princes and peasants, landlords
and artisans, princess and shepherdesses, are well versed with the characters and stories of

the great epic.”
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